
Happy February! Despite the strange weather the past few weeks, I do 
hope everyone has been able to spend some time in the great outdoors, be 
it here in sunny Ontario or the sunny south! 
Lots in this newsletter: 
Winter Hikes…Fatbiking…Feb Blues…Membership Info…Member Mobile 
App…Discounts…Club Kit …Trail Steward Focus…Erin Trails 
Subdivision…Spring Opener 

 
1. Our Winter Hike Series continues…next hike, February 14th, Inglewood. Parking in Cul-du-Sac of Inglenook Ct, 
off Kaufman. 
                Please volunteer to lead a hike. You choose where you want to hike, and which Wednesday between 
now and March 27th you would like to lead it. Send us an email... caledoncyclingclub@gmail.com 
 
2. Our second Club Fat Bike Ride is postponed due to the warm weather and rain. I expect all trails will be too 
soft to responsibly ride, as even MOC will be closing their trails for Feb 9th and 10th. Watch the calendar (or check 
out the Membership Mobile App) for our next attempt! 
 
3. February Blues is a little different this year. We will hike around Island Lake followed by lunch at Fionn 
MacCool’s. Please register, especially if you plan to join us for lunch. (put link to event) 
 
4. Membership info 

Membership Cards 

 Starting with our 2024 season we will no longer issue plastic membership cards. 

 Within your account profile you will see a Membership Card which can be downloaded and printed. 

 Please verify and/or EDIT your profile to ensure that your emergency contact information is 
accurate. 

 We highly recommend that you print a copy of your card and keep it with you when you are riding. 

 Also, your profile now provides the option to upload your photo. 
 
5. Our Membership Mobile App is active and available to be downloaded to your smart phone from Wild 
Apricot. Search for “Wild Apricot for Members” in your app store. 

 The Mobile App provides quick access to your profile, includes your photo if uploaded and your 

membership card (a quick way to show us you’ve renewed your pass. 😊) 

 The App also provides the option to renew your pass, provides access to an Events calendar and 
provides access to an active Members list.  

 As an active member you can choose to edit your privacy settings (on the website) to allow others to 
see more of your personal information, your email address for example. 

 
6. Discounts 

 Caledon Hills Cycling is offering a 10% discount on retail and bike purchases (excluding service) with 
proof of your paid CCC membership for 2024. Show them your membership card (digital or printed) 
on your first visit and enjoy the benefits for the remainder of the calendar year. 

 TRCA Any day now we should get word on a TRCA discount.  
 

7. Club Kit 
If anyone is interested in purchasing more club kit (same design as last year), please send me a note with 

what you are interested in. If there is enough interest we will open the store again. That said, we need to know 
upfront who is interested in what kit. We will not open the store if we don’t hear from enough people. 
(caledoncyclingclub@gmail.com) 
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8. Throwing a spotlight on our amazing trail stewards: 
            From our Palgrave trail steward, Andre Thibault…  

Hello to all CCC members! Here’s a typical year in the life of Palgrave & Albion trail 
maintenance. The season starts with a spring cleanup to remove large debris and leaf blowing 
the trails clean. This is also a great time to inspect the trails after the long winter and take note 
of any areas needing immediate attention. By mid-June, the overgrowth control begins and is 
usually focused on the typical sunny areas in section 1 & 3. The cooler spring and fall months 
are a great time to do the heavier work on erosion repairs, improving features, adding berms 
and other general improvements. The trail maintenance activity during the hot summer months 
slows down due to the dry soil, bugs, and exhausting heat. The season is usually closed with a 
fall trail cleaning using leaf blowers at the end of October. Throughout the year (including 
winter), there is ongoing attention given to clearing fallen trees as needed. We also spend many 
hours in Albion Hills opening the trails in the spring with leaf blowing, removing many fallen 
trees and large debris. This is also repeated in the fall around Halloween time once all the 
leaves have all fallen. 

Last year in Palgrave we focused on tackling large, exposed roots and repairing heavily 
eroded sections in the main loop. Some of the original trails in Palgrave are over 30yrs old and 
clearly needed some love. We also improved the flow in many specific locations by adding six 
new berms throughout the main loop. Next year will be more of the same to ensure Palgrave 
remains a safe and pleasure to ride or hike. This is a very popular conservation area and is 
heavily used by the general public so lots of ongoing care is needed. We hope you enjoy the 
upkeep and improvement activities in Palgrave and would love to hear from you regarding 
more improvement ideas or constructive feedback.  

A special thank you to my son Liam who has been a huge help in recent years and to 
many others contributing to clearing debris, blocking shortcuts, removing trees, and keeping 
me informed of any concerns. Also, it goes without saying that the CCC makes all this work 
possible through partnerships with the TRCA and funding expenses & equipment for this 
ongoing stewardship work. 

PS: Follow us on Strava for regular updates on Palgrave trail conditions and maintenance 
activities!  

 

9. Erin Trails news 
After attending the latest Erin Town Council meeting on February 8th and speaking to Ryan and 

Jeremy from Mattamy Homes, I am happy to report that none of the existing Erin MTB trails will be 
impacted by the planned development. Tree removal on the farm fields is planned for this March and 
grading of the fields this autumn. 
 
10. Spring Opener Event 
                Save the date for our Spring Opening Event, Sunday May 5th. 


